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Some basic Informations

on Organisations

ÅDental undergraduate education is centrally 

directed by the State of Germany for all 

Universities     

(Directive: Approbations ïOrdnung = AO) 

ÅUniversities are run by the Federal Countries 

(finances and personal)
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Some Basic Informations

on Organisations

ÅDentists are organized in Boards of the 

Federal Countries (Landes ïZahnärzte ïKammer) 

and a

ÅCentral Board: German Dental Association  

BZÄK (Bundes ïZahnärzte ïKammer)
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Some Basic Informations

on Organisations

ÅDental Scientific Societies (all specialties)

ÅRoof Society for Dentistry: 
DGZMK = German Society of Dento-Maxillo-Facial Sciences

ÅRoof Society for Medicine:
AWMF = German Association of the Scientific Medical 

Societies 

ÅDental Teachers: 
VHZMK = Association of University Teachers



Heidemann ZZMK Carolinum

status quo of

Postgraduate Education
for Fach (Zahn) ïÄrzte  =  specialists

ïProcess is regulated by the boards

ïExamination is task of the Boards

ï educated in Universities

ï for

Å Maxillo - Facial Surgery         Facharzt

Å Orthodontics                           Fachzahnarzt

Å Oral Surgery                            Fachzahnarzt

Å Public Health                           Fachzahnarzt
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A structured Postgrad System 

for other Specialties

of Dentistry 

is new in Germany

and controversely discussed

between Scientific Societies 

and Dental Boards

Generalist vs Specialist



The first step:

Improve the non-structured 

postgrad informations

ÅThere has always been a great number and 

variety of lessons and courses a Dentist 

could choose

ÅEstimated 33% of the Dentists did that 

regularily

ÅTo encourge them, a system of points was 

created, which increased these activities to a 

great amount

ÅFor some, this was not enoughé



The second step, 

before the ĂMaster ïDiscussionñ 

started, 

was to introduce 

postgrad Curricula
for the most 

dental specialties

for Dental Practitioners
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structured, certified postgrad education
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Structure of Curricula

Periodontology               Pedodontics 
Endodontology                    CMD

Implantology             General Dentistry    a.o.

Requirements

Å min. Education 80 ï120 hours, up to 30 ECTS

(in 8 ï12 weekends over 1 ½ years)

Å Final Examination (+ ECTS)

to receive a ĂSpecial Field of Interestñ

for the Practice Plate       (for 5 years)
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ĂSpecial Field of Interestñ

ÅCurriculum

plus

Å1-3 years of practical work in this field

(depends on the Regulations of the Country Board)

(Practice plate: Special Interest in ....)

Dr. XY

Dentist

Endodontics



The third step:

to make a decision

Bc/Ms in undergraduate education

or

to keep the ĂStaatsexamenñ, 

the AO and create a 

ĂPostgraduate Masterñ
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Political Groups influencing 

Postgrad Systems

ÅUniversities 

ÅScientific Dental Societies

ÅDental Boards

ÅStanding Minister Conference    (KMK)

ÅMedical Faculties Conference    (MFT)

ÅEuropean  Higher Education Institutions

ÅEuropean Scientific Dental Societies



Heidemann ZZMK Carolinum

University Leader Conference
1997-2001

ÅRealisation: Bachelor/Master Degrees 

shall be the task of the Universities

ÅSpecialties: all 

Medicine, Vet.Medicine,Dentistry and 
Jurisdiction a.o. 

with a final ĂStaatsexamenñ were excluded



Åregulated by

ÅGerman Framework Law for Higher Education 

HRG §12 u.§19

Åadopted to EU regularities

Å3 Variations for Master degrees

Å1.   consecutive (two-cycle studies Bc / MSc)

for non medical sciences a.o.   

Å2a. non consecutive MSc after final dental exam

Å2b. paralleling dental practice 

MSc after final dental exam
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Masters-Degree



Since the ĂMaster ïDiscussionñ

startedé.. (Bologna Process)

ÅAll Universities had to introduce Bc/Ms

ÅMedicine and Dentistry refused to separate the 

undergrad education into Bc and Ms 

(AWMF, DGZMK. VHZMK, BZÄK)

ÅAll medical and dental Organisations prefer a 

Postgraduate MasterïType

ÅThe dental Roof-Organisations agree to a 

Modular System of Postgraduate Education

in 2007
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Modular System

for Postgraduate 

Education

a common model from

DGZMK-VHZMK-BZÄK

Proposal from  the

Joint Committee on Continuing Education 

of the DGZMK, BZÄK and VHZMK
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Modular System

for Postgraduate 

Education

One step further, including

- Specialisation in further fields of Dentistry

- PhD/Habilitation



Why should modules be defined?

In a medical therapeutic field:

ÅWild growth of postgrad education         

(by any organizer) cannot be accepted

ÅMaster courses stay in universities with a 

Dental Faculty

ÅEven the contents of 1 ECTS ïpoint has to be 

defined exactly for comparison

ÅPatients must be sure about quality and 

competencies of the dentist of their choice



Modules of the Postgrad System
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Undergrad 

Final

Exam

300 ï360

ECTS

1 year

dent.

Practice

- Final Exam ( ECTS )

- comparable in the EU

- 1 Year dental Practice before starting 

a Masters Course
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Classic concept of 5 years for MFS, Orthodontics 

Final

Exam

300 ï360

ECTS

1 year

dent.

Practice

Master of Science

Part time / Full time

80 - 120 ECTS 

The central Modul of

Education for 

Specialists and PhD`s 

PhD/

Habil.

Specialist

Fachzahn-

arzt
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from Master Modul

Master ïModul

MSc in Full Time 

80 ï120 ECTS  for

Practical a. theoretical

contents

MSc in Part Time

Curricula

15-30 ECTS

+   scientific

contents

+ practical parts 

in Practice with 

Supervision

PhD/

Habil

Specialist

Fach -

Zahnarzt

ECTS

from Master Modul

ECTS

Advance 

Program

Common education
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Master ïModul / Full Time / scient.orient

MSc in Full Time 

80 -120 ECTS 

For practical a. theoretical

contents

Curricula

15-30 ECTS

+    scientific

contents

PhD/

Habil

ECTS 

from Msc Modul 

Advance 

Programme

Can Be integrated in classical

Postgrad for MFS or   

Orthodontics 
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Master ïModul / Part Time

practically oriented

MSc in Part Time

80 -120  ECTS 

Theoretical Part of the 

Specialist Education

Curriculum

15-30ECTS

+ OP ïcatalogue 

1 year in 

Practice

with Supervision

and 

Final Examination

at the Board

Specialist

Fach -

Zahnarzt

Advance

Programme



ÅTop ïDown definition   

for contents (ECTS) of 

programms for

Å PhD/Habil

ÅMaster Course

Å(Advance programm)

ÅCurricula

Tasks for

Universities and Boards

ÅTop ïDown definition 

of contents (ECTS) for 

programms for

Å specialist

ÅMaster course

Å(Advance programm)

ÅCurricula
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When the wind of change is blowing,

ones build walls,

the others build windmills

Chinese proverb
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Thank You for Your attention


